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Warding off Disaster and Praying for Good Luck: A Study of Prayers and Religious Concepts in the
Zhou Dynasty Luo Xinhui (4)
Prayers constitute an important part of religious activity. In addition to records and other
documents, the bamboo slip documents of the Warring States period unearthed over successive
years and other written materials also contain prayers which provide us with clues to the customs
and concepts of religious beliefs in remote antiquity. Particularly valuable are the prayers of the
nobility and the prayer activities of ordinary people that are recorded and reflected in this corpus
of data. It enables us to explore the differences between the upper and the lower social strata in
regard to religious consciousness and concepts, and thence to analyze cultural stratification and

social thought in remote antiquity.

Reconstruction of and Research on the Tang dynasty Zhi Yuan Ling: Based on Newly Found
Documents from the Early Northern Song Tang Wen (20)

Forty-six examples of zhi yuan ling from the Tang dynasty were recorded in the Lei Shu
(Classified Records) of the Northern Song dynasty, providing important new material for
reconstructing the zhi yuan ling of this period. Institutions from various periods of the Tang
dynasty can be found in these documents, suggesting that the contents of the zhi yuan ling from
these periods may have been retained in various ways into the early Northern Song. In trying to
reconstruct these Tang dynasty decrees, we should focus on their dates rather than on their
similarities to extant documents in terms of wording, and should not limit ourselves to decrees

from particular years.

Activities of Grain Collectors in Fifteenth-Sixteenth Century Jiangnan and the Growth of Cities and
Towns in Gaoxiang: A Case Study of Zhaoshi in Hengjing, Taicang Xie Shi (35)

New cities and towns bearing the names of certain families appeared in Gaoxiang, Jiangnan,
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The founders of these cities and towns were
hereditary liang zhang (grain collectors) under the early Ming system of permanent liang
zhang . Gaoxiang had begun to thrive when maritime transportation developed there in the Yuan.
Changing social mechanisms at different times shaped power shifts in the villages and changes in
economic patterns. Jiangnan cities and towns from the late sixteenth century on were in fact the
outcome of the cumulative development of cities and towns founded at different times. This
process of cumulative development reflects the socie-economic evolution and internal changes of

Jiangnan society from the early Ming period onward.

The Reorganization and Dissolution of the Suzhou Merchant Militia after the Establishment of the
Nationalist Government Zhu Ying (58)

Merchant militias were reorganized in quite different ways from trade associations after the
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